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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) basic socio-economic status of members of
community enterprises, (2) the operations of community enterprises, (3) knowledge of community enterprise
members in safety standardization of agricultural merchandise production, (4) The production of agricultural
merchandise adhering to safety standardization, and (5) problems and suggestions regarding the extension and
the product development of community enterprise to meet the safety standardization. The population
included all community enterprises in Nakhon Sawan Province, the samples were selected by Quota sampling
and Accidental sampling for 200 community enterprise members. Data were collected by using a structural
interviewed questionnaire and analyzed by frequency distribution, percentage, mean, and standard deviation.
The results showed that (1) crop production: most of community enterprise members were female with the
average of 46.70 years and completed lower secondary educationl; the average income was 230,266.67
Baht/year. Livestock production: most of the members were male with the average age of 47.85 years old and
finished primary education; the average income was 146,133.33 Baht/year. Fishery production: most of them
were female with the average age of 51.70 years old and completed primary school; the average income of
123,000.00 Baht/year. Furthermore, food processing and products, most of them were female with the average
age of 51.35 years old and completed a bachelor degree; the average income of 225,986.67 Baht/year (2) In
the overall, most of the community enterprises had operated Count unit good. (3) In crop production: the
members had knowledge about harvesting and post-harvesting at the most level; livestock production: they
had the highest knowledge level in animal ban care, animal welfare, and water management; fishery
production: they had the highest level of knowledge in the selection of production factors, the catch and
transportation of aguatic animal in a corrected way, and the record keeping; for food processing and products:
they had the highest level of knowledge in equipments used in food processing, ingredients in food
production, and the maintenance and cleaning of production facilities and machine in a hygienic way. (4) The
consistency in producing the merchandises of community enterprises according to the safety standardization,
for crop production: water used in growing the crop did not cause a dangerous contamination to the products;
livestock production, the location was far from community center, other livestock farmers, public water source,
and contaminated resource of dangerous goods; fishery production: farms were correctly registered; and food
production: the location, facilities, and surrounding areas were cleaned and without any waste or unused
materials to prevent animals and insects which could cause germs. (5) Problems in the extension and product
development of community enterprises were the difficulties to meet the standardization; it was found that,
crop production: the high level problem were an expensive labor and machines. for the food processing and
products, the problems at a high level was anexpensive equipment and machine.

Keywords: Merchandise production, Community enterprise, Safety standardization, Nakhon Sawan Province
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